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i88i. and one, Potschefstroom, was unprovided for a
siege. At Brunkerspruit, just before Christmas, a

8pmt* detachment of British soldiers was cut up, and
their commanding officer. Colonel Anstruther, was

Jan. 10. killed.1 Again President Brand intervened, and
this time Lord Kimberley replied that if the Boers
would lay down their arms, matters might "be
arranged. Still no definite communication was
made to the Boers, and they invaded Natal at
. Laing's Nek. There they were attacked by Sir
George Colley, who was marching to the relief of
Potschefstroom with an inadequate force of fifteen
hundred men, and repulsed him with considerable
loss. A fortnight after Laing's Nek, and a few days
after an indecisive action on the Ingogo River,
Kruger proposed to Colley that a Royal Com-
mission should be sent out to ascertain the truth,
Colley at once telegraphed the proposal, of which
he did not approve, to the Colonial Office, and it

Feb. is. was considered by the Cabinet.2 By this time Mr.
Bright and Mr. Chamberlain had made it clear that
they would resign unless terms were made. Sir
George Colley was directed to tell the Boers that,
if they would cease from further resistance, a Com-
mission would be appointed. A reasonable time
was to be fixed for the reception of an answer, and
meanwhile the garrisons were not to be relieved
by military measures, nor was JLaing's Nek to be
occupied. Sir George Colley wrote to Kruger on
the 21st of February, transmitting Lord Kim-
berley's message, and demanding a reply within
forty-eight hours, or five days before Kruger
received his letter. There is no question of his good
faith, but he had been told in error that Kruger

1  The charge of treachery afterwards made against the Boers in
connection with this incident is not supported by Colley's General
Order, issued from Pietermaritzburg1 on the 28th of December.    See-
Butler's Life of CoBey, pp. 409-410.

2  Morley's Life of Gladstone, iii. 35.